
What will your downtown la  
experience be? 

…admiring the silver curves before an 
unforgettable LA Phil performance (p10, 34)

…scoring a deeply discounted Betsey 
Johnson skirt and a gem-encrusted belt 
buckle (p19)

…slurping Kirin and green-tea noodles in 
Little Tokyo (p26)

…people-watching poolside in the middle  
of twinkling skyscrapers (p29)

…re-enacting Blade Runner at the Bradbury 
Building (p13)

keep it in your Pocket
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DOWNTOWN
INTERACTIVE

As the world goes increasingly digital, ExperienceLA.com bridges the gap 
between the arts and cultural experiences and the online world.

URLS ON THE GO...
DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOODS
>  For neighborhood details and maps, go to www.experiencela.com/neighborhoods

WIFI HOT SPOTS
>  For an interactive experience, check out www.experiencela.com/wifi

PODCASTS
>  While you’re at it, listen to CRA/LA’s audio walking tours and more as you explore  
	 each neighborhood. See more at www.experiencela.com/podcasts

✱ Planned for 2008

✱

experienceLA.com

NEED MORE THAN ONE
DAY IN DOWNTOWN LA?

WE THOUGHT SO.

[go to experienceLA.com/hotels]
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ExperienceLA.com, LA’s official cultural calendar and trip planner, shows you that the 
beauty of LA is in how much it has to offer. It’s impossible to get a flavor of all its different 
areas in just one day. With the number of neighborhoods in Downtown LA alone, you’ll want
to book at least a night or two (or three, five...10?) when you get a load of what’s in this book.

And subways in Downtown LA? Really? Yes, really. Despite the city’s love affair with the 
automobile, your own Downtown LA experience can very well be car-free – try our world-
class public transit or simply hit the pavement and experience Downtown LA’s pedestrian 
friendly tours and events. And while you’re hopping the subway or hoofing around, take your 
gadgets with you and tap into Downtown’s expanding interactive life at our WiFi Hot Spots.

So flip through this guidebook on the go to find everything from the multitude of art galleries 
scattered throughout Downtown (p2), to the fresh Farmers Markets providing an organic 
presence amid the bustle of the Financial District (p5), to the sights and sounds of 100,000 
firecrackers being set off in Chinatown (p6). Specially produced with you, the cultural pioneer, 
in mind, because the heart of ExperienceLA.com is our community, both near and far.

For more great ideas on what to do in the Downtown and greater LA areas, check us out at 
ExperienceLA.com. We hope you come to love the quirks of LA just as much as we do and 
walk away with an eclectic mix of Downtown memories to call your own.

Happy travels and cheers!

experienceLA.com
ExperienceLA.com is a free public service funded by a coalition of public agencies. 
For more information, go to www.experiencela.com/sponsors

experience
DOWNTOWN LA

> tours and public art, festivals and markets, the outdoor
experience, historic spotlights, and downtown interactive...



HISTORIC
SPOTLIGHTS

BROADWAY THEATERS & HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
>  go to www.experiencela.com/downtown

ORPHEUM: Its Wurlitzer organ once 
provided music for silent movies and 
vaudeville acts of the ’20s. The host of a 
young Judy Garland, the theater is now the 
site for “American Idol” filmings.

LOS ANGELES THEATRE: Built in 
1931 in the style of Louis XIV, this theater 
was the location of the premiere of Charlie 
Chaplin’s “City Lights.” Watch film classics 
throughout June in the LA Conservancy’s 
“Last Remaining Seats” series.

IMAGINASIAN CENTER: Newly 
renovated, the IA center is dedicated to  
first-run and classic Asian and Asian- 
American films.

GALLERY ROW: Spanning parts of 
Main and Spring Streets, Gallery Row hosts 
Downtown’s vibrant art galleries.

FASHION DISTRICT: Apparel hub for 
retailers, buyers, students, residents and
shoppers. Shop designer showrooms or hunt 
around the 90 blocks for a bargain!

JEWELRY: The largest jewelry district in
the US with over 3000 wholesale jewelers.
Shoppers can buy jewelry direct from the 
wholesaler.

TOY DISTRICT: Find anything from 
traditional toys like die-cast cars and action 
figures to silk flowers and electronics.

experienceLA.com

CRA/LA
PUBLIC ART

REDEVELOPMENT THROUGH PUBLIC ART AND SELF-GUIDED TOURS
>  go to www.crala.org/art

experienceLA.com

THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES (CRA/LA) has a long-standing commitment to Downtown LA arts and 
recognizes the significant role it plays in revitalization, growth, and sustainability. Beginning 
in the late 1960’s, CRA/LA set groundbreaking work by creating policies requiring 
developers to incorporate art and culture into their private projects. Since then, the policies 
have helped to create over 150 traditional and contemporary pieces of public art and 
cultural facility projects in CRA/LA’s Downtown Region alone.

HIGHLIGHTS IN CRA/LA DOWNTOWN REGION include the development of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Grand Performances, Gallery Row and the Arts District, 
restoration of historic Broadway theaters, and public art installations.

As a result, Downtown is now home to popular destinations to experience contemporary 
theater, art galleries, museums, and celebrate cultural traditions.

AUDIO SELF-GUIDED WALKING TOURS brought you by the Art Program of 
CRA/LA is a series of tours designed to introduce residents and visitors to public art 
commissioned with the support of CRA/LA. To download, visit www.crala.org/art.
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TOURS
AROUND TOWN

BY FOOT, BUS, OR SUBWAY... 
EXPLORE DOWNTOWN’S GROWING ARTS AND CULTURAL SCENE
>  go to www.experiencela.com/adventures

METRO ART: Metro commissions artists 
to incorporate art into a wide array of transit 
projects. Buy a day pass and go on a free 
art tour of the Metro Rail system.

DOWNTOWN ART WALK: This Art 
Walk is a self-guided tour of the art exhibition 
venues in Downtown. Includes art galleries, 
museums, and non-profit venues.

UNDISCOVERED CHINATOWN: Visit a
Taoist temple, an herb shop, art galleries, 
and more. This walking tour takes visitors to
off the beaten track points of interest, with 
tidbits of culture shared along the way.

LA CONSERVANCY: Discover the
architectural gems of historic LA with a 
Conservancy Walking Tour. Also offers a 
self-guided podcast tour of the Historic Core.

MONA’S NEON CRUISE: Board the top 
deck of a convertible British bus and let your 
guide delight you with history and anecdotes 
about the urban electric jungle of LA.

ESOTOURIC: Not your ordinary tour bus 
company. With passionate and brainy 
guides, tour themes cover LA crime history, 
rock and roll, architecture, film and fine art, 
and more!

experienceLA.com

FESTIVALS
& MARKETS

FARMERS MARKETS & ANNUAL FESTIVALS
>  go to www.experiencela.com/markets and www.experiencela.com/festivals

experienceLA.com

LITTLE TOKYO: Offers the freshest 
local produce, crafts and a variety of lunch 
choices. 

FASHION DISTRICT: Venture over to
LA’s famous Fashion District for both the 
farmers and flower markets!

7TH & FIGUEROA: 7th + Fig at Ernst
& Young Plaza offers not only a food court 
and shops, but a farmers market every 
Thursday and Friday.

CENTRAL LIBRARY: Stroll around the
beautiful Central Library and stop by the 
farmers market on 5th & Flower every 
Wednesday, rain or shine.

GRAND AVENUE: Free performances are 
held throughout the day along Grand Avenue, 
while restaurants offer a taste of downtown.

NISEI WEEK: The nation’s longest
running ethnic festival, Nisei Week offers
free Japanese cultural activities and exhibits, 
music, good food and more!

LA TOFU FESTIVAL: Features a variety
of imaginative and delicious tofu dishes
served by LA’s hottest restaurants!

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: 
Olvera Street has celebrated the Blessing 
of the Animals each year since 1930. Pets
can be blessed by the Cardinal.
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THIS IS DOWNTOWN LA
Jostling past the umpteenth martini-sipping  
hipster, you finally reach the edge of the 
Standard’s rooftop bar, pausing to savor twilight 
views of sleek skyscrapers, snow-capped 
mountains and sparkling city lights. Your first 
thought, despite the hassle? “This is really cool.” 
Others are now thinking the same. For years Downtown was deserted 
after sunset when the briefcase brigade departed their Financial District 
fortresses. A few landmarks drew one-stop visitors but nobody spent 
the night. Then, in rapid succession, the Staples Center, the Standard 
Hotel and the Walt Disney Concert Hall opened their doors – dynamic 
developments igniting the Downtown scene.

Today, contractors are busy flipping historic buildings into condos, 
new galleries are luring patrons, and trendy restaurants and bars are 
turning on the lights. Like the Standard’s rooftop bar, the bump-and-
nudge vitality isn’t to be missed.

Downtown is the most historical, multilayered and fascinating part 
of Los Angeles. You’ll find great architecture from 19th-century beaux 
arts to futuristic Frank Gehry, top-notch art and music, and superb 
dining from tiny taquerías to brassy gourmet restaurants. It’s an ethnic 
mosaic with Chinese, Japanese and Mexican enclaves. 

Thanks to its compactness, Downtown is also one of the few LA 
neighborhoods that’s best explored on foot. If you’re arriving by car, 
your best bet is to park away from the Financial District and Pershing 
Square areas. Try the lots in South Park and Little Tokyo instead. Apart 
from the Metro, an excellent way to get around is by DASH shuttle.
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EXPERIENCE
THE OUTDOORS

LEAVE THE CAR BEHIND AND DISCOVER LA’S OUTDOORS
>  go to www.experiencela.com/calendar

experienceLA.com

RACE/LA: Teams of two set out on an 
exciting day-long adventure. Teams race
their way to locations while solving clues.

NIKE RUN HIT REMIX: This 5-mile
race features live bands rocking along the 
course and ends with a headliner concert
at the LA Coliseum. Past performers have
included Vanilla Ice and MC Hammer.

FIRECRACKER RUN/WALK: The 
oldest Chinese New Year run in America.
Starts with a traditional Chinese lion dance 
and the lighting of 100,000 firecrackers. 

LA MARATHON: The fourth-largest 
marathon in the country and now a point-to-
point course, the LA Marathon features live 
performances at every mile mark. 

WALK TO LOS ANGELES: Celebrating 
LA’s founding, this history walk retraces 
the founding footsteps—from Mission San 
Gabriel to Downtown’s Olvera Street.

MIDNIGHT RIDAZZ: A late-night 
group of bicycle enthusiasts rides together
through city streets.

DOWNTOWN ON ICE: During winter 
holidays, Pershing Square transforms into the 
LA Kings Downtown on Ice outdoor skating 
rink, open to the public seven days a week! 

STAIR CLIMB TO THE TOP: At 1108
feet, Downtown’s US Bank Tower is 
the tallest building west of the Mississippi.
Participants race, walk, or even crawl
up 1500 steps to benefit the YMCA.



1MUSEUM OF  
CONTEMPORARY ART (MOCA)
%213-626-6222; www.moca.org; 250  
S Grand Ave; adult/student & senior/ 
under 12yr $8/5/free;h11am-5pm 
Mon & Fri, to 8pm Thu, to 6pm Sat & Sun; 
gDash; p
Architect Arata Osozaki built 
this conglomeration of cubes, 
pyramids and cylinders to house 
renowned collections of abstract 
expressionism, pop art, minimal-
ism and photography from the 
5000-piece permanent collection. 
Same-day tickets will also get  
you admission to Little Tokyo’s 
Geffen Contemporary at MOCA  
(see page 16).

1CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY 
OF THE ANGELS
%213-680-5200; www.olacathedral 
.org; 555 W Temple St; admission free; 
h6:30am-6pm Mon-Fri, 9am-6pm Sat, 
7am-6pm Sun; mCivic Center
Architect José Rafael Moneo  
rewrote the cathedral builders’ 
rulebook in 2002 with this  
flowing, freeform church com-
plete with plazas, colonnades  

and a distinct disregard for right 
angles. His incorporation of 
regional styles and historic  
influences provides a welcoming 
air that’s certainly helped by the 
gift store – famous locally for  
selling the cathedral’s private- 
label chardonnay, cabernet  
and zin.

1CITY HALL
%213-978-1995; 200 N Spring St;  
admission free; h8am-5pm Mon-Fri; 
mCivic Center
Until 1966 no LA building stood 
taller than the 1928 City Hall, 
which cameoed in the Superman 
TV series and 1953 sci-fi thriller 
War of the Worlds. On clear days, 
you’ll have some cool views of the 
city, the mountains and several 
decades of Downtown growth 
from the observation deck. 

Also check out the grand 
domed rotunda on the 3rd level 
with a marble floor as intricate as 
those found in Italian cathedrals. 
Free guided tours run at 10am 
and 11am, Monday to Friday. The 
public entrance is on Main St. 
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Culture vultures, history buffs and shopaholics flock Downtown,  
where they can explore some amazing buildings and museums, eat 
yummy food, shop for jewelry and bargains, and spot a few “As Seen  
on TV” sites. 



Hotel. Phase 1 is expected to be 
completed in 2011 at a cost of  
$2 billion. 

1EL PUEBLO HISTORICAL 
MONUMENT
%213-628-1274; east of I-101, btwn 
Main St & Alameda St; admission free; 
h10am-3pm; mUnion Station
Nope, LA didn’t spring from the 
head of Hollywood directors, it 
was a full-blown community a 
good 100 years before DW  
Griffith showed up. Grab a map 
at restored Firehouse No.1 (the 
Plaza Firehouse) then wander 
through narrow Olvera St’s 
vibrant Mexican-themed stalls. 
For LA’s oldest building, see 
Avila Adobe (%213-628-1274; 125 
Paseo de la Plaza; h9am-4pm) then 
walk through the Sepulveda House 
(%213-628-1274; 125 Paseo de la Plaza; 
h9am-4pm) visitor center to see 
a restored 1800s-era kitchen and 
bedroom.

1CHINATOWN
%213-680-0243; www.chinatown 
la.com; mChinatown
As you walk north from El Pueblo, 
the aroma of chili and beans 
gradually gives way to soy and 
bok choy. Having been forced to 
make room for Union Station, the 
Chinese resettled a few blocks 
north along Hill St and Broadway. 
Chinatown is still the community’s 
traditional hub, even though 
most Chinese Americans now live 
in Rosemead, Monterey and other 
suburban communities in the San 
Gabriel Valley. 

There are no essential sights 
here, but the area is fascinat-
ing and perfect for an aimless 
wander. Restaurants beckon with 
dim sum, kung pao and Peking 
duck, while shops overflow with 
curios, culinary oddities (live frogs 
anyone?), ancient herbal remedies 
and lucky bamboo. 

Of late, parts of Chinatown 
have received an injection of  
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1LOS ANGELES TIMES
%213-237-5757; 202 W 1st St; h tours 
9:30am, 11am & 1:30pm Mon-Fri; p
News junkies can get their fix  
on a free tour of the Los Angeles 
Times building. The 45-minute 
tours usher you through the 
editorial offices, explaining the 
paper’s history and the publish- 
ing process. Kids under 10 are  
not allowed, and reservations 
must be made at least one week  
in advance.

1WALT DISNEY  
CONCERT HALL 
%213-972-7211; www.musiccenter 
.org; 135 N Grand Ave; h10am-2pm, 
but confirm; gDash, A, DD, F; p$8-17
Billowing sail? Blooming rose? No 
one knows exactly what architect 
Frank Gehry had in mind when 
he designed this building, now 
preening like a silver ribbon atop 
Bunker Hill. Completed in 2003 
and home to the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, the structure of 
stainless-steel panels – 6664 
to be precise – was an instant 
iconic addition to the Downtown 
landscape. 

Check out a self-directed 
audio tour, public guided tour 
or an urban garden tour. All are 
approximately 45 to 60 minutes. 
Times vary month to month as 
per performance schedules; call 
%323-850-2000. 

1Music Center
%213-972-7200, free tours 213-972-
7483; www.musiccenter.org; 135 N 
Grand Ave; p$8
Disney Hall is part of a cultural 
complex known as the Music 
Center. Aside from the LA Phil’s 
old home, the Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion, which is now used for 
an expanded schedule by the LA 
Opera, it encompasses the Mark 
Taper Forum, the Ahmanson Thea-
tre and a fountain plaza. Tours also 
make a brief stop in the Disney 
Hall lobby. Self-guided audio tours 
run from 10am to 2pm most days, 
while guided tours run from 10am 
to 1:30pm Tuesday to Friday, and 
10am to noon on Saturday. Also 
see Showtime on page 33.

1GRAND AVE  
CULTURAL CORRIDOR
Grand Ave, on the northern edge 
of the Civic Center area, is already 
a major cultural hub. It’s also 
on the verge of what billionaire 
developer Eli Broad hopes will be 
LA’s equivalent of Paris’ Champs-
Elysee or New York’s Central  
Park. Ambitious talk or reality? 
We’ll see.

The master plan, designed by 
Frank Gehry, calls for a large pub-
lic park flanked by two soaring 
luxury condo towers buttressed 
by several smaller buildings con-
taining high-end shops and the 
superdeluxe Mandarin Oriental 

THE HIPPEST BUILDING IN TOWN
Don’t tell Walt Disney Concert Hall, but the Richard J Riordan Central Library (%213-
228-7000; 630 W Fifth St; www.lapl.org; htours 12:30pm Mon-Fri, 11am & 2pm Sat, 
2pm Sun) is the most fascinating building in town. Yep, the library. Opened in 1926, the 
library’s 64ft-high rotunda is the first big wow, its 42ft span highlighted by immense 
murals. Below, a 1-ton chandelier perches optimistically above the stark marble floor. In 
the 1993 Tom Bradley wing, escalators cascade below a soaring glass atrium, descending 
through four glass-walled floors filled with books. And Central has more than 2.1 million 
of those, not to mention a restaurant, gift store, free internet access and art exhibits. Tours 
occur daily. Check it out. It’s free.



soaring California Plaza office 
tower whose outdoor water court 
amphitheater hosts the Grand 
Performances, one of the best free 
summer performance series.

Once again chugging down a 
steep incline to Hill St and Grand 
Central Market is Angels Flight, 
a historic funicular billed as the 
“shortest railway in the world.” The 
little trains first started operating 
in 1901 when this was a neighbor-
hood of Victorians called Bunker 
Hill, but were mothballed when 
the area was redeveloped in the 
‘60s. Nostalgia revived them in  
the ‘90s but only until a derail-
ment in 2001. With new safety 
measures in place, it plans to 
reopen soon. 

1WELLS FARGO  
HISTORY MUSEUM
%213-253-7166; 333 S Grand Ave; 
admission free; h9am-5pm Mon-Fri
Sponsored by California-based 
Wells Fargo Bank, this small but 
intriguing museum chronicles the 
gold-rush era and the company’s 
role in it. See an original Concord 
stagecoach, a 100oz gold nugget, 
an old bank office and all sorts of 
other artifacts, or ask the staff to 
start the 15-minute video.

The exhibits are on the ground 
floor of the Wells Fargo Center, 
another huge office tower that’s 
filled with public art, including 
numerous nude sculptures by 

Robert Graham in the atrium  
and Jean Dubuffet’s cartoonish  
Le Dandy in the Hope St entrance 
vestibule. 

1US BANK TOWER &  
BUNKER HILLS STEPS
655 W 5th St; m Pershing Square
The tallest of the many office  
towers in the heart of the Finan-
cial District is the US Bank Tower, 
at 1018ft the tallest building  
between Chicago and Taiwan. 
Film buffs might remember it  
being attacked by an alien  
spaceship in Independence Day. 

The tower abuts the Bunker Hill 
Steps, an attractive staircase that 
links 5th St with the Wells Fargo 
Center and other hilltop office 
complexes. At the top is a small 
fountain featuring a female nude 
by Robert Graham. 

1BRADBURY BUILDING
%213-626-1893; 304 S Broadway;  
admission free; h9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 
9am-5pm Sat & Sun; mPershing Square
This 1893 building is one  
of LA’s undisputed architectural 
jewels. Its red-brick facade  
conceals a stunning galleried 
atrium with inky filigree grillwork, 
a rickety birdcage elevator and 
yellow brick walls that glisten 
golden in the afternoon light 
filtering through the tent- 
shaped glass roof. Location 
scouts love the place, whose  
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hipness, no more so than at  
Central Plaza (900 block of Broadway), 
conceived as an unabashedly 
kitschy walking mall. Across  
Hill St, the galleries and studios 
along Chung King Rd bring out 
art students and aficionados in 
droves on opening nights. 

If you want a bit of orientation, 
pick up a self-guided tour bro-
chure at the LA Chinatown Heritage & 
Visitors Center (411 Bernard St).

1CHINESE  
AMERICAN MUSEUM 
%213-485-8567; www.camla.org; 425 
N Los Angeles St; suggested donation $3; 
h10am-3pm Tue-Sun; mChinatown
This small but engaging museum 
spotlights the history of Chinese 
immigration in America – a 
history that parallels the current 
immigration debate like an 
eerily prescient fortune cookie. 
From America’s dependence on 
cheap foreign labor to Congres-
sional acts of Chinese exclusion, 
the newcomer’s journey hasn’t 
changed much in 100 years. In 
the adjacent exhibit hall, ponder 

the efficiency of the abacus in Sun 
Wing Wo’s general store. 

1UNION STATION
800 N Alameda St
LA’s original Chinatown sprawled 
through what is now Union  
Station, which opened in 1939 as 
the last of America’s grand  
rail stations. It’s a glamorous 
exercise in Mission Revival with 
art-deco accents. The marble-
floored main hall with cathedral 
ceilings, original leather chairs 
and grand chandeliers is nothing 
short of breathtaking and is  
often used in movies (eg Guilty  
by Suspicion, Blade Runner and  
The Way We Were).

The tiled twin domes north of 
the station belong to the Terminal 
Annex, once LA’s central post 
office where Charles Bukowski 
worked for years, inspiring his 
1971 novel Post Office.

1CALIFORNIA PLAZA & 
ANGELS FLIGHT
4th & Hill Sts; mPershing Square
MOCA is dwarfed by the 

SAFETY TIPS
Despite what the media would have you believe, LA is no worse than other major cities when 
it comes to crime. Most violence is confined to areas where tourists rarely venture, but you 
might want to avoid these sections after dark. Homeless folk are prevalent but generally 
harmless, although medical and psychiatric problems may make them behave bizarrely. 
The toughest cases usually hang out on Skid Row in Downtown (roughly bounded by 3rd, 
Alameda, 7th and Los Angeles Sts). 
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1LITTLE TOKYO
Info at Little Tokyo Koban; %213-613-
1911; 307 E 1st St; h9am-6pm Mon-
Sat); gDash A (DD on weekends)
Little Tokyo swirls with out-
door shopping malls, Buddhist 
temples, public art, traditional 
gardens and some of the most 
authentic sushi bars, izakayas 
(taverns) and shabu-shabu parlors 
in town. The community can 
trace its roots back to the 1880s, 
but only a few historic buildings 
survive along E 1st St; in 1996, 
they were placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
Parking is free for the first hour in 
the garage at 333 S Alameda St.

1JAPANESE AMERICAN  
NATIONAL MUSEUM
%213-625-0414; www.janm.org; 369 
E 1st St; adult/child under 6/student/
senior $8/free/4/5; h11am-5pm  
Tue-Sun, to 8pm Thu
A great first stop on your Little 
Tokyo exploration is the country’s 
first museum dedicated to the 
Japanese immigrant experience. 
You’ll be moved by galleries deal-
ing with the painful chapter of 
the WWII internment camps and 
charmed by such exhibits as the 
Star Trek uniform of actor George 
Takei. Afterwards, relax in the 
tranquil garden, browse the well-
stocked gift shop or grab a bite at 

star turn came in the cult flick 
Blade Runner. 

The building has a curious  
genesis. Mining mogul turned 
real-estate developer Lewis  
Bradbury picked not a famous 
architect but an unknown drafts-
man named George Wyman 
to come up with the design. 
Allegedly, Wyman consulted a 
Ouija board and accepted the gig 
after his dead brother told him it 
would be a success. The design 
was inspired by the popular 1887 
Edward Bellamy novel, Looking 
Back, about a utopian civilization 
in the year 2000. 

The Bradbury was Wyman’s 
only celebrated building. 

Security staff hand out a free 
pamphlet with more details and 
let you go up to the 1st-floor land-
ing. LAPD Internal Affairs has its 
offices on the upper floors. 

1PERSHING SQUARE 
Olive St btwn 5th & 6th Sts
The hub of Downtown’s historic 
core, Pershing Sq was LA’s first 
public park in 1866 and is now 
a postmodern concrete patch 
enlivened by public art, summer 
concerts, a holiday-season ice rink 
and the hulking 1923 Millennium 
Biltmore Hotel. 

LA’s most illustrious defender 
of the grand hotel tradition, it  
has hosted presidents, kings  
and celebrities. Afternoon tea is 

served daily in the rococo-style 
Rendezvous Court. 

1BROADWAY THEATERS
p$4.25
Now a cut-rate retail spine  
catering primarily to Latino  
shoppers, cacophonous Broadway 
started out in the early 20th  
century as a glamorous shopping 
and theater strip where megastars 
like Charlie Chaplin leapt from  
limos to attend premieres at  
lavish movie palaces. 

As LA grew more suburban, 
Broadway plunged into decline 
and over time most of the theaters 
were closed, even gutted and 
turned into churches or tawdry 
swap meets. But like the rest of 
Downtown, Broadway is changing. 
Several of the old theaters have 
been restored and again host 
screenings and parties, while other 
buildings are being converted into 
lofts and even some hipster bars 
and cafés have sprung up. 

Since they’re usually closed to 
the public, the best way to see the 
theaters is by joining one of the 
excellent tours offered by the LA 
Conservancy, which also presents 
the Last Remaining Seats film 
series of Hollywood classics. 

There are parking garages all 
along Broadway and you’ll find 
one-hour free parking at the 
Grand Central Market (but you 
need to spend $10 to be eligible).


